
 

 

elcome to the Journey! 
The Journey is a devotion written with two purpos-
es.  One is to look daily into the Bible for inspiration 

and  direction for our lives.  The second is to attempt 
to put the pieces of the Bible ‘puzzle’ together.  That is, to bet-
ter understand God’s plan for man.  From Creation to Redemp-
tion. And even— what is to come 
 
 

In this Month’s ‘Journey’: 
 
Here we are in August… the seventh month of devotional stud-
ies.  It is my sincere hope that these lessons/devotions have 
helped you gain insight into ‘the thread that runs so true’ 
through the Bible.  God’s Word has a plan, a purpose for every 
story it records… and uses each story as a foundation for what 
is yet to come.  In other words, the events of the past are criti-
cal to understanding the work of God’s Spirit in subsequent 
times.  Creation lays a foundation for The Flood.  The Flood 
lays the foundation for the Calling of God’s Chosen race, Abra-
ham.  Abraham lays a foundation for the writing of God’s In-
spired Word through Moses.  Moses (actually the Lord’s) Writ-
ings give substance and structure to God new nation, Israel.  
And the birth of the nation of Israel provides the gene pool 
through which the Savior of the earth— Jesus— will be born. 
 
Many of this month’s devotions focus in on three big events: 
last days of Jerusalem, the destruction of the Temple, the exile 
to Babylon.  The spiritual focus now shifts from Jerusalem to 
Babylon and Persia (modern day Iraq and Iran).  Though the 
Jews were in captivity, God raised up mighty heroes like Es-
ther, Daniel, Ezekiel, Jeremiah, Nehemiah...and three Hebrew 
boys thrown to the furnace because they would not bow.   
 
Next month we move into the New Testament, understanding 
Jewish society and preparing for the glorious birth of God’s 
Promised Messiah!  He’s coming… let’s understand the reason 
for His first appearance so we can look forward to His Second! 
 

Mark Minor 

 



 

ow to use the book… 

1.  The Daily FOCUS VERSES for lesson will be 

found in this box: 

2.  Devotional is organized for daily readings Mon-

day thru Fridays.   

Reading can be done in any manner you choose, although 
the chronological nature of this devotional makes it most 
productive and useful to read the devotions in order. 

3. The Importance of Prayer!   

Like most of us at a ‘meal’— we ‘take a few bites’ of the 
meal and then take a ‘sip’,  That’s really what a devotion 
time is:  take a few bites of God’s Word and the material  
then take a ‘sip’ of prayer.  If you read something that does 
not make sense to you, stop and ask God for an insight or 
explanation.  If the Holy Spirit speaks to you about a need 
you might have or an action you need to take— write it 
down so that you don’t forget the ‘revelation’ God has giv-
en you.  That is the purpose.  To ‘hear’ God and grow! 

 

  FOCUS VERSES     

  Psalm 23 

1 The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 2 He makes 
me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet 
waters, 3 he refreshes my soul. He guides me along the 

right paths for his name’s sake. 4 Even though I walk through the 
darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and 

your staff, they comfort me. (NIV) 



Week One Lesson 1 

Tipping Points 

FOCUS VERSES 
Jeremiah 25:1The word came to Jeremiah concerning all 
the people of Judah… 3 For twenty-three years—from the 
thirteenth year of Josiah son of Amon king of Judah until 

this very day—the word of the Lord has come to me and I have spoken 
to you again and again, but you have not listened. 4 And though the 
Lord has sent all his servants the prophets to you again and again, you 
have not listened or paid any attention. 5 They said, “Turn now, each 
of you, from your evil ways and your evil practices, and you can stay in 
the land the Lord gave to you and your ancestors for ever and ever.  
8 Therefore the Lord Almighty says this: “Because you have not lis-
tened to my words, 9 I will summon all the peoples of the north and my 
servant Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon,” declares the Lord, “and I 
will bring them against this land and its inhabitants… 11 This whole 
country will become a desolate wasteland 

Is there a time when it is ‘too late?  Is there a time when God says ‘I 
have had enough’?  Is there an end to God‘s patience?  YES!!!   
 

The southern kingdom of Israel— known as Judah— had reached the 
tipping point of no return.  The Lord, through the Prophet Jeremiah, 
had warned His people for decades that this day would come if they 
did not change their ways.  Judah laughed, scoffed, and ignored the 
warnings.  After all, they had the Temple of the Lord in their city.  God 
would never allow an enemy to capture Jerusalem or destroy the 
Temple King Solomon had built 350 years ago!!   
 

How wrong they were! 
 

God was about to remove his gracious hands of protection from Jeru-
salem.  A mighty enemy— Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon— was on his 
way.  The Holy City… and the Temple of Jehovah, would be  reduced 
to rubble and ashes.   As wrong as Judah was in their worship of 
idols, it was their presumptuous pride that angered God most! 
 

We here in America had better learn a lesson from Judah.  There 
comes a time— a tipping point— when God has had enough.  It is 
probably difficult for us to envision national monuments such as the 
White House or the Statue of Liberty in ashes.  But it can happen.   
 

From this point on in the writings of Jeremiah, the prophet’s words 
became not ‘repent’ (it was too late) but ‘prepare’ for judgment!! 



Week One, Lesson 2 

Jonah’s Prayer from Inside the Belly of the ‘Whale’ 

What are we to think about the story of 
Jonah and the ‘fish’?  A cute children’s 
fairy tale? A Jewish fable?  Or is it more?  
Is it an historically accurate account of a 
Prophet of God sent on a mission he did 
not want… to a people he did not like… 
showing God’s  grace and redemption? 
 

Before thinking about the ‘whale’, let’s understand Jonah’s plight. 
God sends Jonah to Nineveh to preach a message of redemption.  
Jonah did not want to go.  An understandable attitude since Nineveh 
was a strong and cruel enemy of Israel.  Instead, Jonah runs the oth-
er way— sailing as far as he can in the opposite direction.  Nineveh 
was 600 miles to the East in modern day Iraq.  Tarshish is 2000 miles 
to the West in modern day Spain.  Run… Jonah… run! 
 

But you can’t outrun God.  Somewhere in the Mediterranean Sea, 
Jonah was tossed overboard, fully expecting to drown in the stormy 
sea.  He expected no rescue… and he deserved none! 
 

Have you ever ran from God… or his call on your life?  Have you ever 
been so deep in despair that death seemed the inevitable end?  May-
be even a welcome friend. If so, you can relate to Jonah.  Deep in the 
pride of his sin, embarrassed to call out to God, it was over.  No way 
the Lord could take him back, right?   
 

Thank God our Lord sends redemption.  For Jonah, it was the belly of 
the ‘whale’.  Read his prayer in the devotion above.  Rescued from 
death, the ‘belly’ becomes a sanctuary.  ‘Shouts of grateful praise’ 
were coming from inside the fish!  Jonah was saved.  And so are we! 
 

FOCUS VERSES:  Jonah 2 

From inside the fish Jonah prayed to the Lord his God.  
2 He said: “In my distress I called to the Lord, and he an-
swered me.  From deep in the realm of the dead I called 

for help, and you listened to my cry. 3 You hurled me into the depths,
… 7 “When my life was ebbing away,  I remembered you, Lord, and 
my prayer rose to you,  to your holy temple.  8 “Those who cling to 
worthless idols  turn away from God’s love for them. 9 But I, with 
shouts of grateful praise, will sacrifice to you.  What I have vowed I will 
make good. I will say, ‘Salvation comes from the Lord.’” 10 And the 
Lord commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land. 



Week One, Lesson 3 

 The Pride of Jonah, the Promise of Jesus 

FOCUS VERSES 
Jonah 4:1 But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he 
became angry. 2 He prayed to the Lord, “Isn’t this what I 
said, Lord, when I was still at home? That is what I tried to 

forestall by fleeing to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and 
compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who 
relents from sending calamity. 3 Now, Lord, take away my life, for it is 
better for me to die than to live.”   But the Lord replied, “Is it right for 
you to be angry?” 
 

Matthew 12:40 For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the 
belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three 
nights in the heart of the earth.  

Jonah had been in the fish’s belly three days.  Probably a whale, alt-
hough the Bible never defines the great fish.  Regardless, the belly of 
the fish had been his salvation.  Yes, it was dark, noxious with diges-
tive juices all around, probably some seaweed wrapped around his-
head— but he was alive!!  And then— bleeck— he was suddenly de-
livered from his tomb.  Barfed up on the breach by the whale who 
was probably only too happy to get rid of this indigestible ‘sinner’! 
 

So had Jonah learned his lesson?  (Have you?) Humbly, Jonah now 
makes his way to Nineveh.  He preaches the sermon:  ‘Repent!’.  
Amazingly, the entire city does!  A city of well over 120,000 turns to 
God.  The greatest revival in the Bible.  Jonah should be happy… but 
he’s not.   
 

Jonah had received unmerited grace.  God sent the fish to save him 
and then gave him a second chance.  Yet, in his pride he was angry  
to see God give the children of Nineveh the same grace and redemp-
tion Jonah himself had enjoyed.  What hypocrisy!! 
 

What about us?  Are we just like Jonah some times— wanting the 
grace, forgiveness and redemption of a Savior but not willing to ex-
tend that grace to those we dislike?  Are we angry with God for giving 
second chances to people we have written off, not seeing the dozens 
of second chances sent our way?  The book of Jonah is a lesson in 
the grace of God AND in the occasional pride and hypocrisy of those 
of us who claim to love Him.  Think about it!!  And one last thing… 
 
For those who believe Jonah and the fish to be a myth, consider the 
verses in Matthew.  Jesus didn’t!  He believed it to be true.  Me too!! 



Week One, Lesson 4 

The Bible… Plus a Little More 

FOCUS VERSES 

Revelation 22:18 I testify to everyone who hears the 
words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to 
them, God will add to him the plagues which are written 

in this book; 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book 
of this prophecy, God will take away his part from the tree of life and 
from the holy city, which are written in this book. 

Willie Nelson, country music icon, recently shared his belief system— 
his theology.  Below is a quote from Mr. Nelson: 
 

‘I consider myself a very religious man.  Whether other people do or 
not, I don’t know.  I try to live by what I believe.  I think that’s what 
religion is.  A man has his own way of life that he’s chosen and that’s 
his religion… There are a lot of people like me who believe in reincar-
nation, who believe this can’t be all there is….   They say that it’s not 
in the Bible.  However, there’s constant talk all through the Bible of 
being born again.   I know it’s a spiritual rebirth, but I know also it’s 
possible to be a physical rebirth.   I believe everything that’s in the 
existing Bible that we have... plus a little more that’s not in there.’ 
 

Willie was asked about his belief in reincarnation. ‘Reincarnation’— a 
Hindu belief that states we human die many times and are 
‘reincarnated’ or born again into another human form—  is, of course, 
in direct conflict with the Bible, which say that ‘it is appointed unto 
man once to die and after that to face the judgment’ (Heb. 9:27).   
 

Most troubling, however, is Willie’s statement: “I believe everything 
that’s in the Bible we have… plus a little more that’s not in there”.   
 

Do we have the option to add to the Bible?  Many in our world today 
have the same persuasion as Willie— holding to the ‘form’ of Christi-
anity but embellishing it with extra ‘spiritual’ ideas.   You see it in this 
quote from George Lucas, creator of the Star Wars movies:  “I was 
raised Methodist. Now, let’s say I’m spiritual. It’s Marin County 
[California, a very liberal area]. We’re all Buddhists up here. Lucas 
proudly claims to be a Buddhist-Methodist.  Joseph Smith, founder of 
Mormonism,  claimed the Bible was not ‘complete’ and added the 
Book of Mormon as ‘scripture’. 
 

Is it possible to ‘add’ to the Bible?  NO! Don’t be deceived.  ‘Adding 
to’ or ‘taking away’ from the Bible is sin.  God has confirmed the 66 
books.  His next revelation will be in person— the Return of Jesus! 
 



 

King James Version (KJV) 
 

In 1604, King James of England assembled 47 
scholars to provide a new and readable trans-
lation of the Bible.  They finished their work 
in 1611 and the King James (or Authorized) 

Version of the Bible became the standard Eng-
lish translation.  This translation is often con-

sidered the most important book in history 
because of the impact it had on society. 

New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
 

The New American Standard Bible is regarded 
as the most ‘literal’ translation of the English 
Bible.  Translation began in 1960 and was com-
pleted in 1971.  It NASB is a very popular and 
quality translation.  This translation is often 

considered as a response to the Revised 
Standard Version, considered by some as 

‘liberal’.    

The Living Bible  (TLB) 
 

The Living Bible is not a translation but a 
‘paraphrase’ version of the Bible.  Kenneth Taylor 
was a Christian writer who became troubled that 
all the versions of the Bible seemed too difficult 
for children.  He ‘paraphrase’ the Bible so that his 

children could do Bible devotions on their level.  
When published in 1971, the Living Bible became 

the choice for youth and teens.    

New International Version (NIV) 
 

The New International Version began with scholars 
who desired to see an accurate but readable trans-

lation of the Bible into the American vernacular.  
From this idea, the NIV came to be.  The translation 

was finished in 1978.  The NIV gained wide ac-
ceptance although later revisions have not been as 

well received.    



Week One, Lesson 5 

The Glory Departs 

FOCUS VERSES 

Ezekiel 10:3 Now the cherubim were standing on the south 
side of the temple when the man went in, and a cloud filled 
the inner court. 4 Then the glory of the Lord rose from 

above the cherubim and moved to the threshold of the temple. The 
cloud filled the temple, and the court was full of the radiance of the 
glory of the Lord. 5 The sound of the wings of the cherubim could be 
heard as far away as the outer court, like the voice of God Almighty 
when he speaks….  18 Then the glory of the Lord departed from 
over the threshold of the temple... 

Remember the classic movie ‘The Ten Commandments’?  The Egyp-
tian chariots where chasing the Children of Israel.. about to overtake 
them and end their lives.  Then, the Glory of God comes as a wall of 
fire, protecting the Israelites.  Later, the Glory of God would come 
down upon the tent in the wilderness known as the Tabernacle.  The 
Glory (a pillar of fire by night and a glowing, vibrating cloud by day) 
resided over the Tabernacle.  When it moved, the Israelites would 
pack up camp and prepare to follow the Lord through the wilderness 
to the Promised Land.  Decades later, after conquering the land, Sol-
omon built the Temple in Jerusalem.  At the dedication service, the 
Glory of God fell, filling the Temple with God’s power and Presence.  
Every nation and people around knew that God dwelt with the Chil-
dren of Israel.  And He did!!  Until now... 
 

What Ezekiel witnesses is an incredibly sad moment.  The Glory of 
God had arrived in the Temple with splendor and majesty.  Now, the 
citizens of Jerusalem hardly noticed— but God had left them!! The 
Glory departed the Temple… and soon the Temple would be in 
shambles.  Tragic— the result of ongoing and unrepentant sin. 
 

Perhaps you know people, churches, musicians or ministries that 
have experienced the same tragic fate.  Once full of God and power 
and passion but… now… empty shells.  The Glory has departed. 
 

What a warning to all of us!  God will only dwell with those whose 
hearts are pure. Walk in the anointing of God.  Stay away from sin 
and keep his Presence fresh in your life.  The same ‘Glory’ that once 
dwelt in the Tabernacle and Temple now lives in YOU.  We hold this 
treasure (God’s Glory) in earthen vessels (our bodies) according to 2 
Corinthians 4:7!  God’s desire is to INCREASE His Glory in you… 
going from Glory to Glory!  God’s not looking for a tent or a building to 
inhabit.  He’s looking for a person.  His Glory lives in you!! 



Week Two Lesson 1 

The Where and What of Sowing 

FOCUS VERSES 
Hosea 8:7 “They sow the wind and reap the whirlwind. 
 

Galatians 6:7 Do not be deceived: God cannot be 
mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 8 Whoever sows to 

please their flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to 
please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. 

Many years ago a man made his way to a church altar.  Through 
tears of sorrow and repentance he shared about the fear and dread 
he lived with.  This individual had a beautiful wife, family, reputation 
and walk with the Lord.  Still, he was concerning about the principle of 
sowing.  You see, as a young man he had, as they say, ‘sowed a lot 
of wild oats’.  Now his fear was that those ‘oats’ sown in youth might 
literally show up on his family’s doorstep.  “I am afraid that some day 
the door might open and a young man or woman say, “Hello, you 
don’t know me, but I am your child”.    That could change things!! 
 

Hosea was one of the last prophets to speak to the Northern King-
dom of Israel.  Israel’s ‘harlotry’— both spiritually and physically— 
had become a stench in God’s nostrils.  In a last gasp effort, the Lord 
had the prophet Hosea marry a lady named Gomer.  Gomer was a 
prostitute.  Hosea did everything he could to ‘keep’ his wife home.  All 
to no avail.  She could not keep herself faithful… straying out of the 
covenant marriage bounds in search for other ’lovers’ beside her hus-
band.  The symbolism of Hosea and Gomer’s marriage was very real. 
God too, had a problem with a straying ’lover’.  God’s desire was for 
his nation, Israel, to love him.  Yet Israel went after any and every 
lover beside the Lord.  And because of her errant behavior’s she 
(Israel) was about to reap the due harvest of her adultery.  She had 
sowed the wind, and she was about to reap the whirlwind. 
 

Never forget… God is a farmer.  He is the ‘Lord of the Harvest’.  He 
understands the most basic reality of sowing.  Paul, writing in Gala-
tians 6, states it this way: ‘God will not be mocked. Whatever a man 
sows, that is what he will reap.’   
 

It is important for us to understand two principles of sowing.  One is to  
be aware of WHERE we are sowing.  The other is to know WHAT we 
are sowing.  Israel did not value her ’seed’ (her worship and vitality) 
but threw it to the wind.  Ultimately, she would reap a whirlwind of 
pain and destruction.  We see the same thing today in lives all around 
us.   Watch your words and actions closely.  They are your ‘seed’.  
Your harvest depends on the seed you sow and the field you chose. 



Week Two, Lesson 2 

Three Men Who Wouldn’t Bow 

FOCUS VERSES  
Daniel 3:13 Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar sum-
moned Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these 
men were brought before the king, 14 and Nebuchadnez-

zar said to them…  15 Now when you hear the sound of the horn, 
flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music, if you are ready to 
fall down and worship the image I made, very good. But if you do not 
worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. 
Then what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?” 
16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King Nebu-
chadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this 
matter. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve 
is able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s 
hand. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, 
that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you 
have set up.” 

The recent example of Mariam Ibraham reminds us of the courage 
required to stand up against the tyrants of 
all ages who would force us to bow to their 
‘god’.  Mariam is a Sudanese wife and 
mother, married to an American, who was 
arrested by the Muslin authorities in Khar-
toum, Sudan for the crime of being a Chris-
tian.  Though pregnant, she was sentenced 
to death.  Chained in her cell, she gave 
birth to a baby girl in prison.  When given 
opportunity  to renounce her faith in Jesus, she refused stating ’I am 
a Christian’!  After months in prison (held along with her 20 month old 
son Martin), Mariam was finally freed on June 23, 2014.   
 

The example of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego (and Miriam Ibra-
ham) are desperately needed today.  Just like Nebuchadnezzar, our 
culture is threatening us with the furnace of persecution if we don’t 
conform to their standard.  Compromise… and you will survive.  
 

Will you stand up for Jesus— when no one else will?  Will you risk 
life, career, finances, friendships, withering embarrassment and ridi-
cule— for faith in Jesus?  The Hebrew boys did!  And guess who 
showed up in the fire?  Yes, the ‘fourth man’!  And, as the King said 
“He looks like the Son of God’.  Good guess, King.  It was!! 



Defining Love by Traits:  1 Corinthians 13 

The ‘Love Chapter’ is familiar to many.  In First Corinthians 
13, the Lord shares a ‘definition’ of love, giving 15 different 
descriptors of what love should look like.  Below are these 
traits.  The traits are ‘behaviors’, specific ideas that every-

one can understand and relate to.  It is equally important to understand 
what ‘love’ is NOT.  Love is not a feeling… it is not an emotion… it is 
not a spread sheet of pluses and minuses… it not conditional.  
   

Listed below are the 15 characteristics of love… plus a few 
comments.  How do YOU match up to God’s Love Test?   

Defining ‘LOVE’ by God’s standards 
4 Love is patient,  

(willing to wait… motivating without threatening) 
love is kind.  

(kindness eliminates harsh words but expresses appreciation) 
It does not envy,  

(we can never let ‘what someone has’ override the ‘who someone is’) 
it does not boast,  

(A braggart is never a lover but a user.  True lovers downplay ‘their 
lives in order to focus in on the needs of others) 

it is not proud.  
(proud people can’t say ’I’m Sorry’, ’It was my fault’ or be vulnerable)  

5 It does not dishonor others,  
(Respect is the foundation of love.  You can never truly love a person 

you don’t respect! You can’t!!) 
it is not self-seeking,  

(Give others the better part of everything— it will come back to you) 
it is not easily angered,  

(those who look for arguments will find them. Rather than criticize, 
seek to understand.  Try to gain the other person’s perspective)  

it keeps no record of wrongs.  
(Very important trait! Past hurts are the bullets we use when offend-

ed.  “Unload’ your gun with try ‘forgiveness’ and closure) 
6 Love does not delight in evil  

(‘I told you so’ are words of one who is rejoicing in the hurt of another) 
but rejoices with the truth. 

(Whatever is good,  positive… speak these truths about people  
7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perse-

veres. 
‘Always’ is the key word here… not bound by situations or feelings 

8 Love never fails   

Week Two, Lesson 3 



Week Two Lesson 4 

 Heavenly Warfare and How Much It Impacts our Lives 

FOCUS VERSES 
Daniel 10:1 A hand touched me and set me trembling on 
my hands and knees. 11 He said, “Daniel, you who are 
highly esteemed, consider carefully the words I am about 
to speak to you, and stand up, for I have now been sent 

to you.” And when he said this to me, I stood up trembling. 
12 Then he continued, “Do not be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day 
that you set your mind to gain understanding and to humble yourself 
before your God, your words were heard, and I have come in response 
to them. 13 But the prince of the Persian kingdom resisted me twenty-
one days. Then Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, 
because I was detained there with the king of Persia. 14 Now I have 
come to explain to you what will happen to your people in the future, 
for the vision concerns a time yet to come.” 

We know Daniel was a man ‘highly esteemed’ by God.  His revela-
tions and insights into the ‘last days’ are amazing.  We also Daniel 
was a man of faith, consistent and courageous prayer.  Few men in 
the history of mankind were as close to the heart of God as Daniel. 
 

But consider not the man in this passage… but the event!  And real-
ize that what happened to Daniel happens to you as well.   
 

First, notice the heavenly warfare.  Think of ‘you prayers’ as giant 
windmills. Little ole you— kneeling right here on planet earth— un-
leashing angels and warfare in the ‘heavenly realm.  Don’t laugh and 
don’t doubt— it is true.  As Daniel prayed for understanding, the Lord 
sent an angel to explain the situation and give meaning to what he 
was feeling.  Understand:  the Lord does the same thing for us when 
we pray.  ‘We have not because we ask not’ but when we ask, Heav-
en is moved to action.  Don’t doubt!   
 

It is the second point we sometimes miss in the prayer and spiritual 
warfare.  Many times, the enemy seeks to block the answers to our 
praying.  Twenty one days it took for the answer to arrive.  Satan’s 
interference is meant to discourage us.  Remember the persistent 
widow (Lk. 18)— it is often why we must continue to pray.  Not to gain 
God’s attention, but to break through Satan’s interference.   
 

Realize how much influence you truly have!! Like a squadron of fight-
er jets, angels ‘take-off’ when we pray.  As Paul reminds us ‘Our 
struggle in not against flesh and blood but heavenly forces.. ! 



Week Two Lesson 5 

Casting Your Bread Upon the Waters 

 FOCUS VERSES  
Ecclesiastes 11:1 Cast your bread on the surface of the 
waters, for you will find it after many days. 2 Divide your 
portion to seven, or even to eight, for you do not know what 

misfortune may occur on the earth. 3 If the clouds are full, they pour 
out rain upon the earth; and whether a tree falls toward the south or 
toward the north, wherever the tree falls, there it lies. 4 He who watch-
es the wind will not sow and he who looks at the clouds will not reap. 
5 Just as you do not know the path of the wind and how bones are 
formed in the womb of the pregnant woman, so you do not know the 
activity of God who makes all things. 6 Sow your seed in the morning 
and do not be idle in the evening, for you do not know whether morn-
ing or evening sowing will succeed, or whether both of them alike will 
be good. 

Who do you ‘invest’ with?  Edward Jones, Prudential, Scottrade, 
Charles Schwab? Are you trusting in the government (Social Securi-
ty) or in a state funded pension?  Well, it is a Biblical principle to in-
vest and if you are ‘putting resources away for a rainy day’, you are 
wise.  Do not miss, however, God’s advise on investing! 
 

God’s investment strategy is called FAITH!  Understand there is a 
vast difference between FAITH (which is a ’plan’ and utilizes a 
’trusted’ stockbroker named Jehovah God) and foolishness.  Foolish-
ness is NOT investing at all.  Foolishness is investing in the wrong 
place.  Foolishness is trusting in the wrong strategy.  Foolishness is 
using a Bernie Madoff or con man rather than the Broker who always 
has returns— often 30, 60 or 100 times what was invested.   
 

What is God’s plan for investment?   
 

1. Do all the good you can, as often as you can and in as many 
places as you can. Notice the verses for this devotion.  “Cast your 
bread upon the water…(v. 1), ’divide your portions…(v. 2), sow in 
morning and evening (v.6).  Get the idea!  Increase your opportu-
nities to be blessed. 

2. Invest in what your Broker invests in!  Think about it, what did 
Jesus invest in?  Stocks, bonds, mutuals… no Jesus invested in 
people!!    Increase and blessing follows those who ‘take care of 
others’ first.  “Give… and it will be given to you’ (Lk 6:38) 

3. Trust the increase to God!  He is your Broker.  He knows the fu-
ture! (v. 5).  Your ‘bread’ will come back… multiplied! Trust Him! 
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The Destruction of the Temple 

FOCUS VERSE 
 

Jeremiah 52: 12 On the tenth day of the fifth month, in the 
nineteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, 
Nebuzaradan commander of the imperial guard, who 

served the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem. 13 He set fire to the 
temple of the Lord, the royal palace and all the houses of Jerusalem. 
Every important building he burned down. 14 The whole Babylonian 
army, under the commander of the imperial guard, broke down all the 
walls around Jerusalem.  

It was all over!  Approximately 350 years ago, a unique, tremendous, 
amazing day had occurred.  Solomon, David’s son and now King of 
Israel, had built the Temple of the Lord in Jerusalem.  At the Dedica-
tion Service, while the bands played, sacrifices were made and the 
citizens of Jerusalem shouted as an unheard of event took place: 
God’s Shekinah (visible) Glory came down from Heaven and filled the 
entire building.  The Glory was so intense and palpable that the 
priests could not even go in to the Temple.  It was a day unlike any 
other— the Lord of Heaven attending, abiding and putting his ‘seal of 
approval’ on his people Israel and their new Temple on Mt. Moriah in 
Jerusalem.  The entire assembly fell on their face, worshipped the 
Lord and gave thanks say “He is good; His love endures forev-
er.” (You can read about this incredible event in 2 Chronicles 7). 
 

And now this!!  As often happens— even in God’s people today—, 
over the years, the people lost sight of the Glory of God and instead 
began to focus on the buildings. The ’ceremony’ of religion took prec-
edence  over the personal worship and purity God desired from his 
people.  God will not be mocked… nor will he allow any ‘thing’ to be-

come a replacement for worshipping Him.  
Even a Temple. 
 

Jeremiah, probably an eyewitness of these 
events, record the destruction of the Temple 
in Jeremiah 52.    On the 10th day of the fifth 
month in the year 586BC, the armies of Neb-
uchadnezzar destroyed the Temple of Solo-
mon.  They set fire (vs. 13) to the huge dry 
timbers— the cedar beams from Lebanon— 
that supported roof and walls.  The ancient 
curtain between the Holy Place and the Holy 
of Holies, almost 90 feet tall— torched!!  As 

the fire turned the Temple into a blast furnace, the gold that adorned 
many of the pillars and roof supports melted, running into the cracks 



 

 

of the stones.  In short order, the soldiers be-
gan turning over each stone of the Temple 
structure to retrieve the gold as plunder.  Be-
fore long, not one stone was left standing up-
on another. The massive bronze pillars stand-
ing on either side of the front door were bro-
ken into pieces to be carried back to Baby-
lon— as well as the Bronze Sea that stood in 
the Courtyard of the Temple.   The destruc-
tion was utter,,, complete. 
 

Much of the ’furniture’ inside the Temple was 
carted off to Babylon.  Twelve bronze bulls made by Solomon that 
supported the Bronze Sea, pots, wick trimmer, the Seven pronged 
candlestick holder (the Menorah), the Altar of Incense, and most of 
the Holy Furniture made for the Temple worship— now on carts load-
ed for the 600 mile trip back to Babylon.  (Interestingly, there is no 
mention of what happened to the Ark of the Covenant— more on that 
later) 
 

How could it have come to this?? The answer, really, is pretty simple:  
sin!! God’s kids (Judah) rejected God’s ways.  God’s kids trusted 
more in Lord’s Temple than they did in the Lord of the Temple. Warn-
ing after warning was ignore.  And now… the Temple was destroyed 
and they were going into captivity in a foreign land. 
 

Is this not the same attitude that many of us in the church— especial-
ly here in America— have today?  We have as our motto:  In God We 
Trust.  God wouldn’t let anything such as what happen to Judah that 
happen to us, would He???  I believe the answer is a resounding 
YES HE WOULD!! 
 

We are told over and over again is Scripture 
to place our trust ‘in the Lord’.  Not in our 
military might and weaponry… not in our 
building or our technology or our politicians 
or even our history.  We must place our 
hope, confidence and trust in the Lord who 
hears from Heaven and will heal our land.  
As we look around our land, do we see citi-
zens and churches that are walking in obedi-
ence to God’s laws… or have we, like the 
citizens of Judah presumptuously assumed 

that God has to protect us.  The Glory of the Holy City of Jerusalem 
was now is ashes.  I pray that the same fate would never befall the 
cities of America.  There is no mistaking this reality, however:  God 
will reject the nation that rejects Him.  Be a part of inspiring our peo-
ple to return to the Lord.   



Daniel’s Lion Den 

FOCUS VERSES:  Daniel 6 
 

16 So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and 
threw him into the lions’ den. The king said to Daniel, “May 

your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you!” … 18 Then the 
king returned to his palace and spent the night without eating and 
without any entertainment being brought to him. And he could not 
sleep.  19 At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the 
lions’ den. 20 When he came near the den, he called to Daniel in an 
anguished voice, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, 
whom you serve continually, been able to rescue you from the lions?” 
21 Daniel answered, “May the king live forever! 22 My God sent his 
angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, 
because I was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done any 
wrong before you, Your Majesty.”

Daniel was an amazing man.  Not only was he held in very high es-
teem by 4 different Babylonian rulers, he was also held as one of the 
most righteous men to ever live— by none other than God Himself.  
The ’depths’ of revelation Daniel received indicate just how valued he 
was in the eyes of Jehovah God.  His faith, courage and purity 
opened the heart of God to Daniel.  Our faith, courage and purity will 
do the same. 
 

Daniel’s commitment to ’prayer’ and his courage to be ’unashamed’ 
landed him in the ‘lion’s den’.  A desperate situation, no doubt— but 
hardly his first.  Remember some other ‘tests of faith’ in Daniel’s life.  
In Daniel 1, he refused to eat the ‘pagan’ and defiled food.  Through-
out the chapters of the book of Daniel, we read about Daniel risking 
his life to interpret the king’s dreams.  He, along with three of his 
friends, refused to bow to the ’idol’ of Babylon.  You see, Daniel’s 
faith had already been tested many time.  Each time Jehovah God 
had come through— and Daniel’s faith grew stronger.  The ‘lion’s 
den’ was just one more test of his ever increasing faith.   
 

You have had many similar testings in your life.  Maybe your faith 
won the day… maybe you faltered.  Regardless, it is those testings 
that make us stronger.  Each one of Daniel’s dilemmas was prepara-
tion for the next.  We should see each trial that we face as an oppor-
tunity to live by faith… to grow in courage… and to trust a little more 
in the Lord who loves us so.  Our spiritual battles also open up the 
heart of God to give us revelation into our lives. So, bring on the lions. 
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The Antichrist: What We Know, What We Think...  

FOCUS VERSES:  
Daniel 12:12 “...There will be a time of distress such as has 
not happened from the beginning of nations until 
then...11 “From the time that the daily sacrifice is abolished 

and the abomination that causes desolation is set up, there will be 
1,290 days. 
Matthew 24:15 “So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the 
abomination that causes desolation,’ spoken of through the prophet 
Daniel—let the reader understand— 16 then let those who are in Ju-
dea flee to the mountains 
2 Thessalonians 2:3 Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for that 
day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness 
is revealed, the man doomed..  4 He will oppose and will exalt himself 
over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets him-
self up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God. 

How much do we know about this one called the Antichrist.  Well, 
some bits and ’pieces’!   The key of course, is how the pieces all 
come together.  And that, we may not know until it begins to unfold. 
 

We do know that Daniel lays the initial foundation concerning this 
‘man of Lawlessness’.  Jesus verifies Daniel’s prophecy in Matthew 
24 when He quotes Daniel 12:11.  Paul adds to the understanding in 
2 Thessalonians 2, speaking about the time when this Antichrist’ will 
‘set himself up in God’s Temple, proclaiming himself to be God. 
 

In today’s devotion, lets just pick up some of the Biblical ‘pieces’— 
and offer a few suggestions as to how the pieces will fit together!   
 

When he rises, the focus (hatred) of the Antichrist will be against the 
nation of Israel.  Daniel and Jesus call him an ‘abomination that 
cause desolation’.  Scripture suggest that a new (third) Jewish Tem-
ple will be erected in Jerusalem, since he will ‘stop the daily sacrific-
es’.  He will use the Temple as the platform from which to declare that 
he (the Antichrist) is god and must be worshiped. His maniacal desire 
for power and worship will bring the whole world under his control.  
He will control the world’s currency (no one can buy or sell)  as well 
as establishing his own debit card (the mark of the Beast).  For three 
and one half years (time, times and half a time) this Antichrist will 
rule.  His wickedness will exceed all other tyrants.  Most likely, the 
church will be long gone, raptured to Heaven.  But for Israel and 
those remaining, hell on earth has arrived— in the form of Antichrist! 
 



The ‘Oneness’ of Marriage 

FOCUS VERSES 
Ephesians 5:31 For this reason a man shall leave his 
father and mother and shall be joined to his wife, and the 
two shall become one flesh. 32 This mystery is great; but I 

am speaking with reference to Christ and the church. 
 

Matthew 19:4 And He answered and said, “Have you not read that He 
who created them from the beginning made them male and female, 
5 and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother 
and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? 6 So 
they are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined 
together, let no man separate.” 

God the Creator had almost finished the sixth day of Creation.  Every 
star in place, the sun strategically positioned to give light and life to 

Planet Earth, the 
seas filled with fish, 
the sky with birds, 
incredible creatures 
roaming the land— 
and the first man 
Adam, as caretaker 
over all.  God sur-
veys his work and 
says ‘It is NOT 
good’!   It is NOT 
good for man to live 
alone.”  (Genesis 
2:18) And so, our 
Lord and Father 
fashioned the wom-
an, Eve.  God him-
self officiates at their 
wedding with all 
Heaven as witness.  

He pronounces them ‘husband and wife’.  They kiss… and God 
smiles.  “It is VERY good.”  
 

No aspect of human relationship is more important than marriage.  It 
was God’s first ‘gift’ to humanity.  It is the deepest of all human rela-
tionships.  Marriage is the ‘fount’ from which all other life is to come… 
as a man leaves his ‘father and mother’, is joined to his wife, and then 
they begin to have children.  Marriage is specifically and exclusively 
between a man and a woman.   
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Body Body 

Soul Soul 

Spirit Spirit 



 

A good marriage is the most satisfying relationship a human being can 
have.  It is God’s plan to complete and fulfill men and women.  If you 
are married, and you understand the ‘oneness’ aspect of that covenant 
relationship, you are blessed!!  If you don’t understand the beautiful 
and Biblical design for marriage, maybe this devotion can help.   
To help us understand the ‘oneness’ aspect of God’s marriage plan, 
examine the chart on the opposite page.  The three connecting circles 
represent ‘us’— man and woman— as made in God’s image.  As 1 
Thessalonians 5:23 tells us, we have three ‘component’ in our humani-
ty.  We are a ‘body’ (the physical part of us through which we relate to 
the world around us), a ‘soul’ (the social part of us through which we 
relate to other people) and we are a ‘spirit’ (the part of us through 
which we relate to God).  Just as God has three components (Father, 
the Son and the Spirit) and yet is ‘one God’, we have these three com-
ponents (body, soul and spirit) and yet are one individual, one person. 
 

God’s design for marriage is for a male and female to become ONE.   
But for a married couple to truly be one, they have to ‘relate’ on all 
three levels of their being.  In other words, the couple has to become 
‘one’ in body, soul and spirit to reach God’s purpose and ultimate 
pleasure for marriage.  Again, notice to chart on the opposite page.   
 

The arrows between the husband and wife are the ways in which we 
become one in marriage.  For example, as everyone understands, the 
way we become physically ‘one’ in marriage is through the God-
designed experience known as sex (fill in the blanks in the diagram if 
you want).  Human beings can have sex outside of marriage, but only 
in the marriage covenant is it sanctioned and blessed by God.  When 
we understand that sex is a ‘gift’ and not a ‘right’… when we see sex 
as a way God has given us to fulfill His design, it becomes a holy act. 
 

The middle arrow is the ‘oneness’ of soul between a husband and wife.  
That we can call ‘friendship’ (again, fill in the blanks if you wish).  
When a husband and wife understand that God’s plan is for them to 
become friends— to enjoy each others’ company, to value one anoth-
er, to respect the unique gifts each one brings to the marriage, well… 
you get along better and the marriage will truly be a partnership. 
 

The bottom arrow is the most important.  IF both husband and wife are 
‘born again’ Christians, then they can enjoy the deepest, most intimate 
level, which is ‘fellowship’.  Fellowship is the opening up of the most 
vulnerable part of us— our spirits.  We can pray together, worship, 
study God’s Word, have common goals and values.  The ‘spirit to spirit’  
relationship is the ’eternal relationship.  Deeper than husband/wife is 
brother/sister in Christ.   If a couple can practice ’oneness’ on all three 
levels, they will have a strong, blessed and happy marriage.  Enjoy! 
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Romans Road: A Model for Leading People to ’Jesus’  

FOCUS VERSES 
Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God 
 

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free 
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us 
 

Romans 10:9 that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and 
believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be 
saved;  

Those who have run for public office (as I have many times) under-
stand it! Those who are in sales understand it!  Teachers get it!  How 
about you??  Do you have a model… a spiel.. a planned presentation 
in order to communicate the ‘truth’ you want someone to know.  If you 
don’t… as a Believer in Jesus… you are failing your ‘Commission’! 
 

Politicians will give the same speech many times in many places.  To 
be effective, they memorize standard ‘points’— often called a stump 
speech, so they can deliver the speech with authority and passion.  
Sales personnel know their product inside and out, are prepared for 
the normal questions and can even guide the discussion to get the 
sale!  Teachers not only know their material, they develop ‘lesson 
plans— some times with charts and diagrams— so that their students 
will make the grade.  Now.. What are you doing to learn how to share 
the gospel of Jesus?  If you answer ‘nothing’ or ‘very little’, you flunk 
the test.  And you disappoint the heart of our Savior! 
 

Above are 4 simple verses from the book of Romans.  Often called 
Romans Road’ it is a simple way to explain the Gospel and lead 
someone to salvation. MEMORIZE  THEM! Let’s look at the 4 points: 
1. Everyone has sinned! (Rom. 3:23) 
Most people will admit they have sinned or fallen short. 
2. Sin earns us death!  (Rom. 6:23) 
We are all going to die… the Bible says ‘our sin’ is the reason. 
3.   God shows His love by sending Jesus! (Rom. 5:8) 
This is what the Cross is all about.  Someone loved me and paid the 
price for my sin by dying in my place. 
4. To be saved, simply confess Jesus as Lord’!  (Rom. 10:9) 
If a person will ‘believe’ in and follow Christ, they are forgiven!  
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Can we Coexist without  
Compromise? 

John 14:6 Jesus answered, “I am the 
way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me. 
 

2 Corinthians 6:14 Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what 
do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship 
can light have with darkness? 15 What harmony is there between Christ 
and Belial? Or what does a believer have in common with an unbeliev-

You have probably seen the popular, stylized bumper sticker with the 
word ‘COEXIST’ using the religious symbols of 7 world ‘religions’ or 
‘philosophies’.  (For meanings of letters, see the yellow box below!) 
 

So, as those who 
display this saying 
often say ‘Can’t we 
all just get along?’ 
Well, Yes and No! 
 

If one means by ‘get 
along’ the idea that 
we all live in the 
same cities and re-
spect the classic 
tradition of American 
life that each citizen 
can worship the god 
he chooses, then the answer is YES!  
 

If, however, ones means by ‘get along’ that we all admit that every 
god or philosophy is equal… or they are all the same… then the an-
swer is a resounding NO!  Jesus does not give Christians the option 
of worshipping or recognizing any Messiah or Savior or ‘way to 
Heaven’ other than Himself!!  In John 14, Jesus declares his exclusiv-
ity!  He (Jesus) is the only way, the only truth and the only life!  NO 
ONE gets into Heaven except through Jesus!  Christians cannot rec-
ognize the Lordship of Jesus AND Allah, or Shiva or Gaia or man.  
That… would not be permissible.  It’s Jesus ONLY as the Son of 
God!  Which is why many today ‘despise’ Christianity.  It will not/ can 
not conform just to ‘get along’.  Millions have given their lives through 
the ages for just this reason.  We must be prepared to do the same! 

1.  Islam (star and crescent moon) 
2.  Peace sign invented by Gerald Holtom in 1950’s as 
anti-nuclear symbol (peace) 
3.  Combining of male and female symbols, the ‘e’ 
represents transgender rights and male/female equality 
4.  Star of David represents Judaism 
5.  ‘I’ is a candle— the sign of Wicca, with the penta-
gram above, associated with Satanism.   
6.  The Ying and Yang symbol is a Taoism symbol rep-
resenting either the opposing forces of nature or dark 
and light or man and woman 
7.  Last symbol is the Cross of Christianity 



A Mystery: What Happened to the Ark? 

FOCUS VERSES 
2 Kings 24:12 In the eighth year of the reign of the king of 
Babylon, he took Jehoiachin prisoner. 13 As the Lord had 
declared, Nebuchadnezzar removed the treasures from the 

temple of the Lord and from the royal palace, and cut up the gold arti-
cles that Solomon king of Israel had made for the temple of the Lord 

Some mysteries of the Bible intrigue believers and non-believers 
alike’! The mysterious Nephilim of Genesis 6, the Tower of Babel or 
the séance of Saul… but none has had more staying power than the 
quest for The Ark of the Covenant.  (Ask Indiana Jones!!) The Ark 
was the centerpiece of the Tabernacle.  Designed by God and built 
according to the blueprint given to Moses.   
 

Meaning: This Holy piece of furniture included a box that origi-
nally contained the Ten Commandment tablets (written by the finger 
of God), a jar of manna and Aaron’s staff that budded.    Nothing 
more ‘holy’ existed in Jewish life.  On top of the box was a lid of gold. 
Atop this lid were two cherubim (angels).  Between these two angels 
is the place where the Glory 
of God dwelt.  It was called 
the Mercy Seat.  One time 
a year, on the holiday 
known as the Day of Atone-
ment, the High Priest would 
stand before the Ark and 
sprinkle the blood of the 
Scapegoat on the Mercy 
Seat, ’covering’ the sins of 
Israel.    
 

As you look at the photo (a 
replica of Ark), understand how ‘holy’ and powerful this relic was.  It 
represented the Presence of God with His people.  Anyone who 
touched the Ark could die. Even Israel’s enemies were aware of the 
power and meaning of the Ark. 
 

Journey: The ‘journey’ of the Ark of the Covenant began in the Wil-
derness with Moses and into the Promised Land with Joshua.  David 
brought the Ark in Jerusalem, dancing before it all the way.  Solomon 
ultimately moved it from the Tent of Meeting to it’s place it in the Tem-
ple.  It resided in the Temple, behind the curtain in the Holy of Holies, 
for over 300 years.  And here, the mystery deepens! 
 

What Happened to the Ark:  The last mention of the Ark of the 
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 Covenant in the Old Testament is during the reign of King Josiah of 
Judah.  Josiah was a Godly king–  and the last King of Judah to lead 
the people to worship Jehovah God. Josiah reestablished the im-
portance of the Temple and worship.  In 2 Chronicles 35:3, King Josi-
ah commands the priest to follow the correct ways in taking care of 
the Ark.  This is the last time we hear about the Ark in the chronology 
of the Old Testament.  Twelve years later, Babylonian armies would 
destroy this Temple and either cart off or repurpose it’s furnishings.   
 

So, what happened to the Ark? In truth,  we don’t know! There is no 
mention of it ‘going’ to Babylon or ‘coming back’ during the return! 
 

It is highly unlikely that the priests of the Temple just sat around and 
allowed the Ark of the Covenant to be captured or destroyed by a 
pagan army of the despised Nebuchadnezzer.  So where is it?? 
 

One theory (mentioned in the apocryphal book of 2 Maccabees), is 
that the Prophet Jeremiah, in order to save the Ark, took it south to 
the desert and hid and sealed it in a cave on Mt. Nebo. (Moses was 
buried on Mt. Nebo). 
 

A second possibility is the claim of the St. Mary 
of Zion Church in Axum, Ethiopia.  For centuries 
the people of Axum have claimed that the Ark of 
the Covenant was brought to Ethiopia, kept safe 
and is now housed in the edifice you see to the 
right.  Before you laugh… remember Solomon 
and the Queen of Sheba?  Tradition suggests 
that they had a son, who returned to what is 
now Ethiopia.  When the destruction of the Temple seemed eminent, 
the Ark was secreted out of Jerusalem and to Solomon’s people in 
Africa  — where it resides unseen to this day!   
 

A third possibility… one strongly believed in Israel today... Is that the 
Ark is in a tunnel dug under the current Temple Mount.  When the 
‘next’ Temple is built someday in Jerusalem, they will bring out the 
Ark and restore the worship and sacrifices of Solomon’s Temple. 
 

Does it really matter.  Well, from a New Testament standpoint, no!  
(As a Christian, YOU are the Temple and God’s Glory now resides IN 
us.)  On the other hand, who knows what God is going to do in these 
Last Days.  Certainly, at some point in the days ahead, the Jews will 
build a Temple in Jerusalem.  Nothing would raise Jewish fervor more 
than for the Ark to be ‘discovered’ and a place needed to house it.  
Whatever God’s plan is… keep your eyes on events in Israel.  It is 
God’s timepiece, last day focus... and the key to the return of Jesus! 
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God’s Plan in the Bible for ‘The King of the Jews’ 

FOCUS VERSES 
Matthew 2:2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, 
during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to 
Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been 
born king of the Jews? 

Matthew 27:37 Above his head they placed the written charge against 
him: this is Jesus, the King of the Jews. 

It is important to understand the plans BEHIND the stories.  That is 
most certainly as we think about the coming of the Messiah, born that 
Christmas morning in Bethlehem. To confirm that Jesus was (as is) 
the Messiah sent from God, many prophecies had to be fulfilled,  But 
just as important as what Jesus 
DID are the prophecies about who 
he WAS.  His ‘heritage’ had to be 
exact or Jesus would not be the Christ. 
 

The diagram to the right helps us under-
stand what God has been moving toward 
all through the Old Testament.  For example, 
the first prophecy (Genesis 3:15) tells us the 
Messiah had to be a HUMAN.  Not an angel 
or an animal but a man— ‘the seed of wom-
an’.  Only a human could die for the sins of ‘humanity’.   
 

Next, the Messiah had to be from the line of EBER (the great grand-
son of Shem) or, in other words, he had to be a HEBREW.   
 

From the children of Eber (the Hebrews) Messiah’s credentials nar-
row down even more.  Messiah must come from ISRAEL (Jacob and 
his 12 sons).  He must be an ISRAELITE. 
 

Last, Messiah must come from the line of Jacob’s son JUDAH.  In 
other words, the Savior must be a JEW (a slang term for Judah). 
 

Why is this important to understand? Here’s why!  When the Temple 
was destroyed and the people taken into Exile in Babylon, only the 
Judah tribe (Jews) and the Levites (Priests) were left to survive and 
go into captivity.  When the Israelites returned to Jerusalem from 
Babylon some 70 years later, it was almost exclusively Jews that 
came back to Israel. The plan of the Old Testament is to prepare the 
way for the one who would be KING OF THE JEWS… and Savior of 
the World. God protected the Jews so Jesus could be born!  
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Even in Calamity… Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

FOCUS VERSES 

Lamentation 3:22 The Lord’s lovingkindnesses indeed 
never cease, For His compassions never fail. 23 They are 
new every morning; Great is Your faithfulness. 24 “The 

Lord is my portion,” says my soul, “Therefore I have hope in Him  

How bad has it been for you? Can you recall what you would consid-
er as the ‘worst day of your life’?  
Maybe it was deeply personal… 
or perhaps it was shared with 
others. The tears wouldn’t stop 
and the knot in the pit of your 
stomach seemed to consume 
your whole being. 
 

For many citizens of  New York 
City, September 11, 2001 might 
represent that ’lowest’ low.  The 
city was spiritually paralyzed— 
even as the smoke and ashes of the smoldering Twin Towers filled 
their lungs.  The once mighty symbol of the New York skyline lay in a 
tangled debris pile on the ground.  Even more tragic were their 
‘dead’—  not casualties of war but dads and moms who had kissed 
their families ‘good bye’ and went to work that morning as a proud fire 
fighter, city cop, EMT, accountant or office workers in one of the two 
towers.  Now… they were never coming home.  Families, histories… 
and Americans  were changed forever! 
 

The Jewish Temple was on fire.  Many citizens of Jerusalem lay 
dead… others forced to leave the city and march as captives to a 
new and frightening land.  The Prophet Jeremiah, known as the 
weeping prophet because of his ’gloom and doom’ predictions’, was 
probably an eyewitness to the fulfillment of his prophecy.  But there 
was no ‘I told you so’.   Instead,  Jeremiah writes a ’lament’.  We call 
this the book of Lamentations! 
 

“How deserted lies the city,  once so full of people!  How like a widow 
is she, who once was great among the nations!  She who was queen 
among the provinces has now become a slave” (Lamentations 1:1) 
 

But even in the darkest dark of night, we can find hope in God!  
‘Great is thy faithfulness! ’ Jeremiah writes.  We don’t know HOW 
and we don’t know WHEN, but the lovingkindness of our Father God 
does not cease when tragedy strikes.  He only holds us closer!   We, 
like Jerusalem, will rise from the ashes… for a Savior is coming!! 



Week Four, Lesson 5 

These Things I Remember 

FOCUS VERSES 
Psalm 42:1 As the deer pants for streams of water,  so my 
soul pants for you, O God.  2 My soul thirsts for God, for the 
living God. When can I go and meet with God? 3 My tears 

have been my food day and night, while men say to me all day long, 
“Where is your God?”  
4 These things I remember as I pour out my soul: how I used to go 
with the multitude, leading the procession to the house of God, with 
shouts of joy and thanksgiving among the festive throng. 
 5 Why are you downcast, O my soul?  Why so disturbed within me? 
Put your hope in God,  for I will yet praise him, my Savior and 6 my God 

Memory is a powerful gift from God.  Psychologists tell us that the 
memory is divided into three levels:  Sensory memory (lasts less than 
a second); short term memory (about 7 seconds) and long term 
memory (last for a lifetime).  We also learn there are different types of 
memory— Semantic memory (facts we have learned), procedural 
memory (muscle memory, things we have learned to do) and episodic 
memory (personal experiences that we have lived).  It is to these 
’semantic memories’ that the Psalmist is referring. 
 

What are some times or experiences you can remember at home or 
from ’church’.  If you experienced a ‘church’ growing up— what do you 
remember from that time in your life?  Was it a good time?  Do you 
remember the Bible stories or even teacher that touched your life?  
The music, the picnics, Vacation Bible School, the sights, the sounds, 
even the smells of church buildings can impact us profoundly decades 
after.    
 

 As a young man of 5 years of age, I can still remember sitting in a 
Sunday School class and singing songs (most of which I still remem-
ber decades later).  Though I don’t remember the lessons well, I re-
member the genuine love I felt from the congregation, the basketball 
goal one man built and erected for me in my back yard.  The cookies, 
the friends, the passion for God’s Word.  All these memories are still 
fresh in my mind.  It is also these memories that come flooding back in 
times of difficulty or despair. 
 

That is exactly what the Psalmist was feeling.  When he wondered  
‘Where is my God?’, it was the memories that kept him in the faith.  
The multitudes of worshipers, the shouts of joy, the festivities— all 
God’s plan to get him… and YOU… through tough times! Remember! 



 

The influence of culture is ‘inescapable’.  In fact, some would 
say that the only way we can redeem culture (be the salt and 

light Jesus commanded us to be) is to be ‘students’ of cul-
ture.  Or at least, present an alternative.  Many movies have 
come out in recent years to attempt to do just that.  Below 
is a listing of some that might be of interest… This in not an 
endorsement, but rather a suggestion of possible titles of 

interest for those with a Christian worldview.   M.M. 

(Most are ‘family friendly’ although a few deal with more 
mature themes. October Baby— abortion; The Blind Side— 
racial relations and ‘street life’; Amazing Grace— slavery) 
 
Fireproof 
Home Run 
Courageous 
Chariots of Fire 
Amazing Grace 
The Blind Side 
Facing the Giants 
October Baby 
The Nativity Story 
 
 

Narnia 
Prince Caspian 
The Incredibles 
Finding Nemo 
UP 
Soul Surfer 
Left Behind 
The Ten Commandments 
God’s Not Dead 



People from 
the Bible who 

 lived in  
Babylon: 

 

Daniel 
Ezekiel 

3 Hebrew Boys 
Esther 

Nehemiah 
Ezra  

Haggai 

HOW THE CAPTIVITY OF JUDAH PREPARED THE WAY FOR JESUS 
 

Throughout the history of America there have been many ‘waves’ of immigra-
tion.  A wave of Irish settlers arrived in 1840’s… a wave of Chinese immi-
grants came to California during the ‘gold rush’ years in 1850’s… and of 
course the huge influx of immigrants from Central America of more recent 
times.  Understanding these ‘waves of immigration’ can help us understand 
how the people and events of the ’Captivity times’ fit together in the Bible. 
 

Babylon, the mighty empire to the east of Israel, conquered the nation of Ju-
dah and Jerusalem.  This actually happened in three different attacks and 
‘waves’:  605BC, 597BC and 587BC.  As was the Babylonian custom, after 
each victory, Babylonians took the ‘best and brightest’ back to Babylon.  
These three waves of captives involve well known Bible characters! 
 

The First Wave (605BC):  Without a fight, the King of Israel (Jehoiakim) 
surrendered to the Babylonians.  The  Babylonians did NOT destroy the city 
but took some of the ’best and brightest’— 3023 Jews in all, back to Babylon.  
This included DANIEL, SHADRACH, MESHACH and ABEDNEGO.  
 

The Second Wave (597BC): The people of Jerusalem, under King Je-
hoichin, rebelled against Babylon, so Nebuchadnezzar besieged Jerusalem. 
This time he removed treasures and gold from the Temple and the Palace 
but did not destroy.  He took  skilled and prominent individuals back to Baby-
lon, 832 people in all. One was a prophet named EZEKIEL. Another a young 
and beautiful lady named Hadassah… you may remember her as ESTHER.   
 

The Third Wave (587BC):  Nebuchadnezzar tired of rebellion .  This time 
he burned the Temple, destroyed the city and blinded Judah’s King Zedeki-
ah. About 745 Jews were taken back.  JEREMIAH escapes to Egypt!  


